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Drought, persistent rain, wind – it’s a mixture but at least it’s still warm. In this edition you 

can read about: 

 Safety System Manual Guide is here 

 Conference – more good news 

 Is your load secure? 

 Is it OK to use this Agrichemical? 

 Have you seen? 

 Toolbox 

 Last Word 

Safety System Manual Guide is here 

Following some months of work and a hold up whilst we waited for the new HSW 

Regulations to be prescribed, we are really happy to advise that the AIRCARE™ Safety 

System Manual Guide is available free of charge to members only. The purpose of this 

manual is to provide members with an up to date manual that can be used to meet Health 

and Safety in the Workplace (HSW) requirements and simultaneously meet the CAA 

requirements of SMS. We would again like to acknowledge and thank Ravensdown for its 

generous support for this project. You can access the manual at 

https://secure.zeald.com/aianz/Divisions/NZAAA/Members%20Toolbox?mv_pc=2348 

If you have misplaced your Log-In you can get another by emailing 

officemanager@aviationnz.co.nz 

Conference – more good news 

Last month’s newsletter described what was going to be presented at conference. The 

feedback we have received from that has been extremely enthusiastic so here’s another 

item that’s now confirmed. Those who liked last year’s presentation by Tony Kern have 

another opportunity to hear an equally great presenter who will be presenting at 0930 on 

Wednesday 29th June – the day after NZAAA Conference officially concludes. This is a must-

attend for all pilots. At the end of this newsletter is NZAAA Conference Programme in detail. 

Book accommodation at 

http://www.aia.org.nz/News++Events/Aviation+Conference+Week+2016/Accommodation.html 

Register (Please do this early. Thank you for those who have registered already) 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1iJnI6Lcn_P0bphwIaXRAz_bOiv730aCE21aTCx7lxL0/viewform 

https://secure.zeald.com/aianz/Divisions/NZAAA/Members%20Toolbox?mv_pc=2348
mailto:officemanager@aviationnz.co.nz
http://www.aia.org.nz/News++Events/Aviation+Conference+Week+2016/Accommodation.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1iJnI6Lcn_P0bphwIaXRAz_bOiv730aCE21aTCx7lxL0/viewform


Is your load secure? 

There have been a large number of incidents where helicopters have lost their underslung 
loads and whilst there are many reasons for this, the reality is that few, if any of us, have 
ever had any formal training in rigging and load preparation. For many operators the reality 
is that load rigging is a subject that, at best, is passed down from one generation to the next. 
At worst, the Kiwi can-do attitude sees loads being prepared using nothing but enthusiasm. 
As an industry we need to improve our safety performance. (See Safety Notice attached to 
this email). DOC alone has recorded 32 incidents in a two year period. The “Lift-It” course 
offers training that will prevent such failures.  

As you know NZHA published a list of incidents that DOC has experienced. These were 
analysed in the March 2016 NZHA News that you can read at 
http://www.aia.org.nz/Divisions/rotor.co.nz/Newsletters.html  then click on 2016. 
DOC is determined to address this safety issue and has been working with NZHA to find 
solutions. It has also announced that when selecting operators to hire, it will be putting a 
whole lot more weight on the operator’s commitment to safety. Attending one of the 
courses that CAA/NZHA are running is a positive way to demonstrate your safety 
commitment to DOC. 
 
CAA is bringing in a really go ahead American Company called “Lift It” who they have 

engaged to run two workshops in NZ. At $250 this course is well under half price (thanks to 

CAA). 

Course No 1 is on 30th June at CAA in Wellington the day after NZHA Conference concludes. 

Course 2 is on 4th July in Christchurch. 

Is it OK to Use this Agrichemical? 

There are a number of products that are no longer approved for aerial application or were 

never approved in the first place. The EPA is re-assessing controls on many products and has 

removed the right to aerially apply a number of products. What is really concerning is that 

this information is not necessarily on the product label – and that applies to a number of 

other EPA controls too. NZS8409 requires applicators to always read the label but it seems 

that now this is not sufficient. I recently went to check on the controls on a product listed on 

the EPA website and the amount of time (not to say frustration) this took beggars belief and 

it suggests to me that it is completely inappropriate for pilots to have to go through this 

exercise. The other issue that falls out of this is the question, why has EPA decided it is now 

too dangerous to apply these products from aircraft? NZAAA is engaging with EPA and trying 

to get this mindset shifted. It seems to me that the opposition to aerial comes from just one 

minority sector of our community that is represented at EPA.  

For a list of chemicals that are not registered for aerial application go to  

https://secure.zeald.com/site/aianz/Agrichemicals%20not%20permitted%20to%20be%20ap

plied%20by%20air%20_1_.pdf 

http://www.aia.org.nz/Divisions/rotor.co.nz/Newsletters.html
https://secure.zeald.com/site/aianz/Agrichemicals%20not%20permitted%20to%20be%20applied%20by%20air%20_1_.pdf
https://secure.zeald.com/site/aianz/Agrichemicals%20not%20permitted%20to%20be%20applied%20by%20air%20_1_.pdf


Have You Seen? 

Duncan Mackenzie’s hunt for a missing farming trophy has been like looking for a needle in 

a haystack so far. The former Braemar Station owner has been looking for the South 

Canterbury High Country Tussock Competition trophy since Christmas. He believes the 

trophy has been missing for decades but is determined to see it back in competition or 

otherwise displayed at the South Canterbury Museum. The trophy has an aircraft mounted 

on a pedestal attached to a base and was presented by the old Christchurch based Airwork 

(NZ) Ltd AG company. Please let us know if you know its location. 

Toolbox 

The AIRCARE™ Auditors have noted that many operators are either not doing six monthly 

Management Reviews or are not covering everything that is required in them. To assist we 

have added a document called Sample Six Monthly Management Review to the AIRCARE™ 

website Resource pages. 

http://www.aia.org.nz/AIRCARE/AIRCARE+Resources/Resources+for+NZAAA.html 
 

We thank Penny MacKay for making this available. 

 

Last Word 

 

Your scribe was at an Environment Court Air Plan mediation recently and was challenged by 

an individual from Fish & Game on aircraft noise. “Why don’t you train your pilots to follow 

the international code of practice?” I responded by asking, “You mean the Fly Neighbourly 

Guide?” “Yes. That’s the one,” he answered. “We introduced that, and a lot more five years 

ago. It’s called the AIRCARE™ Accreditation Programme. It’s voluntary of course.”  

 

STOP PRESS Suggest you watch Rural Delivery, TV 1, 0700, 21st May. 

 

Conference Programme follows. 

 

As always, send any feedback to sinclairjg@gmail.com and remember 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decent profits & a top 

safety culture will ensure 

we’re here for the long 

haul 
 

http://www.aia.org.nz/AIRCARE/AIRCARE+Resources/Resources+for+NZAAA.html
mailto:sinclairjg@gmail.com


2016 NZAAA CONFERENCE PROGRAMME WELLINGTON  

Version 4 

THEME:  RESILIENCE 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Saturday June 25 

0930 Fire Unit Standard 14564  TRAINER – Richard McNamara AvNZ Boardroom 

Sunday June 26th  

0930 Chemical Rating Re-Validation TRAINER –Educhem  AvNZ Boardroom 

0930 Wires, CRM and Human Factors      TRAINER – John Fogden at Mercure Hotel  

1830  Welcome Reception in Trade Display area   

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Monday June 27th  

Chairman: Alan Beck 

0900   Conference Opening Address – (Minister for Primary Industries - Nathan Guy)  

0915  Chairman’s Address - NZAAA Chairman Alan Beck 

Chairman: JG 

0930  Keynote Address Resilience - Doug Avery   

1030  Morning Tea - in Trade Display area 

1100 Resilience by understanding the economy – Jacqueline Rowarth  

1200 Ballance Fertiliser  - NZAAA Gold Sponsor – John Maxwell GM Operations   

1215  Lunch in Trade Displays  

1245  Trade Displays 

1330 The Big Picture – Graeme Harris CAA Director  

1400 Resilience against Human Error Glen Eastlake   

1515 Afternoon Tea in Trade Display area 

1545 Resilience against HSE Legislation – Fabian Kopu (The Fairlie incident)  



1615 Pacific Aerospace Update - Mark Crouch and Damian Camp 

1645 NZAAA AGM  

1730 Happy Hour in Trade Display Area –Sponsored by PAL   

1830 At Large in Wellington (Free Evening) Dinner – Own Arrangements 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday June 28th (NZAAA and NZHA Combined) 

Chairman JG 

0900  Resilience in My Life Samuel Gibson  

1000 NRFA Fire Fighting Standard Protocols - John Rasmussen Manager Rural Fire 

Palmerston North  

 

1030 Morning Tea in trade display area 

 

1100 Resilience against Fatigue Phillipa Gander  

 

1130 Resilience through Leadership, Business Planning & Goal-Setting for the Time Poor 

High Performers– Mark Daniels Action Coach  

1230  Lunch in trade display area  

1330 Resilience against compliance – SMS/HSW Interface - Mark Price,  CAA, John Fysh 

RMF Consulting  

1430 Resilience against Risk – Gerraint Bermingham Navigatus  

1530  Afternoon Tea – in trade display area 
 
1600  Resilience against AG Risks – Matt Harris, Dan Foley, Jim Burtenshaw –CAA  
 
1655 Conference Evaluation by NZAA Delegates 
 
1830  Gala Awards Dinner – Black Tie followed by entertainment 
 
Wednesday 29th June 
 
0930 Human Performance & Operational Safety  Dr Steve Jarvis Jarvis Bagshaw 
 
NZ Helicopter Assn Conference follows. 



 


